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becomes unavoidable, we have no doubt that the British Indians will not
flinch, and carry the matter to the final issue.
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144. IF THE PLAGUE BROKE OUT IN NATAL?

Rats have been found to be dying at the Point in the block between
McEwan's premises and the Union Castle offices. It is stated that they
have died of plague. The authorities have taken prompt precautions in
order to prevent an outbreak in Natal, and we sincerely hope that their
efforts will be crowned with success. Should, however, the plague break
out, it will be a misfortune for the Indian community. It is struggling to be
free from the effect of the visitation in the Transvaal, and an outbreak at
this juncture would simply fill to overflowing the cup of its woe. We cannot
help, however, uttering a word of warning to the Indians. The slightest
sickness, especially fever or pneumonia, should be attended to without
any delay and, if necessary, reported to the authorities. There is, perhaps,
too much laxity in dealing with such sicknesses, but especially at a time
like this, it would be a great folly to treat lightly either fever or pneumonia.
We would also ask them to completely isolate all such cases, so that the
risk of infection may be minimised. Above all, however, it is imperative
that light and air should be allowed to have full play in the meanest of
dwellings. All dirt should be banished from every home. And if these
elementary precautions are taken by every individual, we have no doubt
that the calamity will be averted. A very great deal has already been done
in the way of improving Indian dwellings, and we see reforms in all
directions. Redoubled efforts are, however, necessary in view of the
threatened visitation, and we hope that our remarks will be taken to heart
by every Indian in the Colony.

Indian Opinion, 7-5-1904

145. A WELL-DESERVED VICTORY
So the Supreme Court has given judgment in favour of the plaintiff
with costs in the Indian test case,1 to which reference has been made
in another column. We offer our hearty congratulations to our country-
men in the Transvaal on the successful ending of the case. The victory
has been dearly won and is richly deserved. We can only hope that
the Indian community will be allowed by the Government to enjoy
1 Habib Motan v. The Transvaal Government : The judgment held that the instructions
given to the Licensing Officers to refuse licences to Indian traders to trade outside Locations
were illegal and that the plaintiff was entitled to get licence to trade as a general dealer
in the towns of Pretoria and Pietersburg.